CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

that in Islam Christian theory underwent
similar modification or disappeared entirely.
But the fact is not so. At the outset, we
stated, as will be remembered, that Muham-
medan scholars were accustomed to pro-
pound their dicta as utterances given by
Muhammed himself, and in this form Chris-
tian ideas also came into circulation among
Muhammedans. When attempts were made
to systematise these sayings, all were treated
as alike authentic, and, as traditional,
exerted their share of influence upon the
formation of canon law. Thus questions of
temporary importance to mediaeval Chris-
tianity became permanent elements in
Muhammedan theology.

One highly instructive instance may be
given. During the century which preceded
the Byzantine iconoclastic controversy, the
whole of nearer Asia was disturbed by the
question whether the erection and venera-
tion of images was permissible. That
Constantinople attempted to prohibit such
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